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PREFACE 


On September 25, 1985, Governor George Deukmejian signed 
into law A B 2104 (Chapter 965 of the Statutes of 1985) 

This legislation established, under the administration of 
the California State Archives, a State Government Oral 
History Program "to provide through the use of oral history 
a continuing documentation of state policy development as 
reflected in California's legislative and executive 
history " 

The following interview is one of a series of oral histories 
undertaken for inclusion m the state program These 
interviews offer insights into the actual workings of both 
the legislative and executive processes and policy 
mechanisms They also offer an increased understanding of 
the men and women who create legislation and implement state 
policy Further, they provide an overview of issue 
development m California state government and of how both 
the legislative and executive branches of government deal 
with issues and problems facing the state 

Interviewees are chosen primarily on the basis of their 
contributions to and influence on the policy process of the 
state of California They include members of the 
legislative and executive branches of the state government 
as well as legislative staff, advocates, members of the 
media, and other people who played significant roles in 
specific issue areas of major and continuing importance to 
California 

By authorizing the California State Archives to work 
cooperatively with oral history units at California colleges 
and universities to conduct interviews, this program is 
structured to take advantage of the resources and expertise 
m oral history available through California's several 
institutionally based programs 




Participating as cooperating institutions m the State 
Government Oral History Program are 

Oral History Program 

History Department 

California State University, Fullerton 

Oral History Program 

Center for California Studies 

California State University, Sacramento 

Oral History Program 

Claremont Graduate School 

Regional Oral History Office 

The Bancroft Library 

University of California, Berkeley 

Oral History Program 

University of California, Los Angeles 

The establishment of the California State Archives State 
Government Oral History Program marks one of the most 
significant commitments made by any state toward the 
preservation and documentation of its governmental history 
It supplements the often fragmentary historical written 
record by adding an organized primary source, enriching the 
historical information available on given topics and 
allowing for more thorough historical analysis As such, 
the program, through the preservation and publication of 
interviews such as the one which follows, will be of lasting 
value to current and future generations of scholars, 
citizens, and leaders 


John F Burns 
State Archivist 


July 27, 1988 
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INTERVIEW HISTORY 


Gordon Fleury was interviewed as part of the State Government Oral 
History Program to record his experiences as a member of the California 
State Assembly from 1949 to 1956 

Mr Fleury s recollections were recorded in his law offices in 
Sacramento The interview followed an outline of topics sent to him in 
advance In preparation for the interview the Regional Oral History 
Office legislature files were reviewed as well as files in the 
California State Library and several long newspaper articles from the 
Sacramento Bee Previous oral histones done by the Regional Oral 
History Office also provided useful information 

A lightly edited transcript of the interview was sent to Mr Fleury 
for his review but he died on November 2 1987 before he had looked at 

the transcript Subsequently his son-in-law William Gould Esq 
reviewed the draft before it was final-typed 

No papers of Mr Fleury s are known to exist 

Carole Hicke 

Editor/Interviewer 

Regional Oral History Office 


February 1988 
The Bancroft Library 
University of California 
Berkeley California 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY 


Gordon A Fleury was born on February 29 1916 in Tropico 

California He was educated m Sacramento through high school and 
graduated from Sacramento Junior College in 1936 He obtained an LL B 
from Hasting s Law School in 1939 

Mr Fleury practiced law from 1939-41 becoming assistant district 
attorney for Sacramento County in 1941 He served in the United States 
Navy 1941-45 

In 1948 Mr Fleury a Republican was elected to the California 
State Assembly from the Eighth District in Sacramento County He served 
on the following committees Civil Service and State Personnel Crime 
and Correction Judiciary Transportation and Commerce Ways and Means, 
Legislative Representation and he chaired the Finance and Insurance 
Committee from 1953-56 He served as chairman of the Republican Caucus 
m 1955 In 1956 he was appointed to the superior court bench m 
Sacramento and m 1959 he returned to law practice with the firm of 
Wilke Fleury Hoffelt Gould & Birney 

He was a member of Masons Elks Native Sons of the Golden West 
Veterans of Foreign Wars American Legion Exchange Club California 
Alumni Association Sacramento Chamber of Commerce, and the 20-20 Club 
Mr Fleury died on November 2 1987 
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[Session 1 September 10 1987] 

[Begin Tape 1 Side A] 

I BACKGROUND 

B.s.G-Qffling__a_La.wy.ex 

HICKE You have a biographical sheet to fill out so we 11 get some 
background from that So I d like to start this morning by 
asking you a little bit about how you got interested in 
politics and maybe we can start with law school How did you 
decide to become a lawyer 7 

FLEURY My interest in law came very early in life Growing up in 

Sacramento I was familiar with the state capitol of course 
And so as a young student in high school I used to attend the 
capitol hearings of the legislature and I was interested m 
the process 

HICKE Did you do this on your own or in connection with school 7 

FLEURY On my own I used to take the streetcar down for five cents 

and go to the capitol every night I would sit there in the 
committee hearings and finally the legislators used to 
recognize me I became a page m the legislature and then I 
thought that I d like to be one [legislator] And so that 
developed my interest in politics 

I ran for the president of the student body at various 
colleges I went to and always got elected And then I went 
through law school and developed an interest m politics there 
also of course I ran for the state legislature and got 
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defeated the first time rather roundly I was only twenty- 
one years old No, twenty-three years old I m sorry 
HICKE What year was this’’ 

FLEURY About 1941 I would say two years out of law school Then 
of course the war intervened so I became a gunnery officer 


FLEURY 


HICKE 

FLEURY 

HICKE 

FLEURY 


HICKE 

FLEURY 


I came back with still an interest in politics and m 1948 I 
ran for the legislature on cross-filing at that time from 
Sacramento and won both the Democratic and Republican 
nomination very handily And from then on I was a legislator 
from Sacramento 

You unseated the incumbent Chester Gannon'* 

Chester Gannon yes 
How did you manage that 7 

I managed that because the Sacramento Bee really helped me 
out and I have to give credit to Walter Jones who was the 
editor and Governor [Earl] Warren who was the governor 
They were not happy with Chester Gannon mainly because he 
made off-cuff remarks and he }ust didn t act like a 
legislator should I had interest in politics at that time 
but I knew Walter Jones at the Bee and I knew Governor 
Warren And so they said You 11 be a good candidate Why 
don t you run again 7 
They approached you 7 

That s right But well Mr Jones didn t say Go I 11 
endorse you Nothing like that at all but they were just 
friends that s all And they said Well some young guy 
should take on Gannon He s kind of a horse s ass And so I 
did and so I won both nominations very handily No problem 
It was easy from then on Then I was always nominated 
and always elected And then Governor Warren became Supreme 
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II THE 

HICKE 

FLEURY 

HICKE 

FLEURY 


Hoffelt 


Court justice and Goodwin Knight became governor We also 
were very close friends and I handled most of the legislation 
for his office And so then he asked me if I wanted to be m 
the superior court which I had a desire to be And so I 
said Sure I 11 take it He called me at home So I took 

that for about three years And then that didn t pay any 

money and so I came back and became a lawyer and a lobbyist 1 
And that s when you established this law firm'’ 

No it was established before then It was established m 
April 1950 before I went on the bench 

LEGISLATURE 

F irst . Im p ressions 

Okay well going back to 1948 when you were elected first 
Right 

What were your first impressions as the new young freshman 
legislator'’ 

That s a good question I don t have an answer for that one 
right away so I have to think [Pause] I was overwhelmed I 
was excited and I thought this was nifty I really did I 
thought Gee I've been walking around this capitol as a page 
and I always used to come down and watch them Even when I 
was a young guy m high school I thought Someday I m going 
to be there So I was elected and I was happy The fact 
that they only paid one hundred dollars a month didn t mean a 
thing to me That s all they paid I never had any money 


Fleury was a name partner in the firm of Wilke Fleury 
Gould & Birney in Sacramento 
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HICKE 

FLEURY 

HICKE 

FLEURY 


HICKE 

FLEURY 

HICKE 

FLEURY 

HICKE 

FLEURY 


HICKE 


then I don t have any now But that was really an enjoyable 
experience and I loved it 

gQ.w.e.r_o.f_the. Speaker, Rules Committee 

But I saw some things I didn t like as soon as I got there 
Okay well 

And they re still there [Laughter] 

maybe you can elaborate a little bit on those 
Well of course I always say that the speaker of the 
California legislature is the most terrible thing that ever 
happened to the state of California The power that man has 
is so terrible that he can guide any piece of legislation that 
he wants It should be stopped And way back in 1954 I 
tried to do it by putting through a resolution that the 
speaker could not appoint committees could not appoint the 
Rules Committee I did get the Rules Committee elected but I 
couldn t get the power away from the speaker to appoint 
committees 

Was that [James] Silliman’ Was he the speaker then' 5 
No Sam Collins was speaker when I first came m there 
But I mean m 1954 when you tried to 
Silliman was about 54 maybe 52 but m that era 1 
And that was still Sam Collins’ Or that 

Sam Collins was when we took the Rules Committee away from the 
speaker and put it m the elective house of each house That 
was put m under Sam Collins And that was also when I lost 
the fact that the speaker couldn t appoint committees I lost 
that one and I will lose it today 
Well what defeated that’ What and who’ 


1 


Silliman was speaker m 1953 
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FLEURY Well of course the speaker You know the speaker says If 
you don t vote for this you won t be the chairman of the 
committee You won t be on the committee That s what he 
does right today He controls it The speaker says to 
Assemblyman X I want this bill out He says Gee Mr 
Speaker I don t think it s a good bill " Then he says Then 
you re off the committee " Then the speaker appoints somebody 
else that 11 be on the committee It s absolutely rotten' 

HICKE But like you say there s no way around it 

FLEURY Well unless forty-one guys 11 get up and rebel like we did 

just to take the Rules Committee out of the speaker s hands 
And that was just administrative You know—how many pencils 
do you get 9 How many erasers do you get 9 Is your secretary 
going to be a blonde or something else 9 [Laughter] 

That s all the Rules Committee does But that was taken 
out and it was elected by the caucus And so I was elected 
immediately the chairman of the Republican caucus And we 11 
get into that later 

HICKE Yes that s a little ahead of the story 
FLEURY Okay Are you going to have to edit this 9 
HICKE Yes 

FLEURY In fact don t send it to me because I won t edit it anyway 

HICKE All right All right I 11 just make a note of that to 

myself here 

FLEURY That 11 help you 


HICKE Sure Okay now we re back at 1948 and you ve given me some 
of your early impressions What were your first 
responsibilities 9 I have a list of your committees in 49 
Well of course as any freshman legislator you don t get 
prize committees So I just kind of played a wait and see 


FLEURY 
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HICKE 

FLEURY 

HICKE 

FLEURY 


HICKE 

FLEURY 


FLEURY 


HICKE 

FLEURY 


HICKE 

FLEURY 


game until I understood more of the legislative process which 
I really knew I just observed at first and never made a 
speech My committees were very minor I don t even remember 
what they were You didn t 

Civil Service and State Personnel Crime and Correction 
Judiciary 

I always loved Judiciary 
What went on in Judiciary 0 

In that I couldn t tell you what happened in 19—that s too 
long ago 

Okay how about Transportation and Commerce 0 

Have no recollection It was just normal things I was 

impressed by the fact that lobbyists were walking the halls 

and talking to me taking me out to dinner and I went I 

thought that was kind of nifty 

That was pretty standard procedure right 0 

Very standard but there was never any discussion about 

campaign contributions ever 

Campaigning, Endorsed, bv the Bee 

When I ran for office the whole—I think I ran four times— 
you could put my campaign contributions in a pea pod We 
didn t even consider campaign contributions 
You used your own money 0 

Let s see the first time I ran I think I spent $1 000 and 
that was given to me by Mr [H Nelson] French whom I was 
practicing law with I bought four or five ads in the 
[Sacramento] Union and the Bee and that was it 
And did you do personal campaigning then 0 

Oh sure I went to the different meetings like the League of 
Women s [Voters] and the labor unions and the veterans 
organizations 
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HICKE 
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HICKE 

FLEURY 


HICKE 

FLEURY 

HICKE 

FLEURY 


HICKE 

FLEURY 


So you made speeches around the different places 

Oh sure Made lots of speeches to all those clubs 

And then presumably the Bee also endorsed you or 

The Bee strongly endorsed me > There s no sense being chicken 

about it—the Bee put me m office that first time Because I 

was not unknown but you know I grew up here I was 

president of the junior class student body and president of 

all that student thing And I was a good student at law— 

extremely pleasant personality [Laughter] 

Well I 11 vouch for that 

And so the Bee built it up on me and they put in pictures of 
my three daughters and my wife and my house And every day 
Fleury says this Fleury does that It was really great 
til people said really. Put something else m besides 
Fleury 1 [Laughter] 

And so I know I have to admit it—and I don t subscribe 
to the Bee s editorial policies—but they put me in office 
Walter Jones put me m office I know that I would have 
never made it Who would ve known about Gordon Fleury without 
it^ And the Union kind of downplayed it And in the next two 
years they came out and strongly endorsed me 
On $1 000 you obviously couldn't do a whole lot of publicity 
otherwise 

Well m those days it was different But we 11 get into 
that pretty soon I hope because it s atrocious right now 
Okay 

Okay let s get off of me get on something else 

Sam Collins 

Well let s talk about Sam Collins 

Well he was a former congressman extremely adept at being 
the presiding officer a most lovable character But of 
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HICKE 

FLEURY 


HICKE 

FLEURY 


HICKE 

FLEURY 

HICKE 

FLEURY 

HICKE 


FLEURY 


course he was in control He was portly He was just a 
decent guy but I would say that he was probably controlled by 
business interests I was so young then that I really didn t 
know I was overwhelmed by him but I finally got to know 
him And then I put my little resolutions in that deprived 
him of his power But he was always nice to me 
How did he exert leadership 7 

The same way they do it now by committee appointments It s 
the most vicious thing the state s ever had 
Was he relatively gentlemanly 7 

Very much so Not at all like Willie [L ] Brown [Jr ] He 
was nice to everybody 

Other- -Leadexs.. and.. . L e ade r s hi p 

And who else were the major leaders of the assembly at that 
point 7 

Randal Dickey He was chairman of Rules Committee A I 
Stewart was head of Government Who was the little guy from 
Oakland 7 Got indicted—Marv—you ve probably got him on your 
list Are you going way back that far 7 

Oh yes I ve got a California Legislative Handbook so I can 
look up that 

Okay you can look him up 
tomorrow 

Why test my ability if you know it for Chrissake 7 I ve got 
more to do than be tested see 7 [Laughter] 

No I m not testing you What I m asking you for is your 
impressions about these people and how they exerted 
leadership 

Compared to how they exert leadership today they were little 
kittens Leadership today is vicious 1 And you can t put that 
in too strong a words It s terrible 1 



9 


HICKE 

FLEURY 


HICKE 

FLEURY 


HICKE 


FLEURY 


What did they use persuasion would you say*? 

Well they didn t use it that much We had caucuses but we 
never had a vote—a unit vote or a caucus vote We could vote 
the way we wanted I as a Republican probably voted more 
with liberal Democrats than any way And nobody ever said 

Gordon you shouldn t do it It was just the way I felt I 

voted for my district and for my conscience but I didn t vote 

for what one percent of a caucus said you should do 

What kind of legislator am I if I m going to go m there 
and not use any individuality' 5 I m just stupid I might as 
well just send them a robot up there and say Vote the way 
the caucus votes It s vicious and it takes away all of the 
interest of being a legislator You can t be inventive You 
can t think unless some stupid majority tells you how to 
vote Then you go m and you push that button if you re 
there If you re not some other donkey 11 push it for you 
But that was not the case in those days 

No we used to have a stand-up roll call And even with the 
buttons you used to have to stand up and say I change, or 
I vote but now you don t have to do that You go up 

secretly after the session and tell the clerk I want to 
change this I want to change that and nobody knows The 
public doesn t know It s lousy And it s ruining the 
legislative process 

Well when you were elected did you consider that it was your 
responsibility to vote as you felt or did you consider it 
your prime responsibility to vote as you thought your 
constituents wanted” 5 

I think a balance of the two Of course you always have 
personal choices but sometimes if it was a local deal then 
you go along like 

You want to hear a really good local deal" 5 
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Yes 

You re looking out here at the state capitol aren t you"? You 
see that fountain there’’ 

Yes 

Okay Governor Warren and [ ] Jimmy Dean who was the 

director of Finance said We ought to run the mall right 
straight to the capitol you know with a street but that 
fountain s in the way And so I thought Gee with the 
governor and the director of Finance behind it So I put 

a resolution in to knock the fountain out no problem 

Resolutions go before the Rules Committee So I go there 
with a rather innocuous look just going to take M Street—it 
was spelled M Street then—up to the capitol So I sat there 
I said Here s a little thing but it s going to widen the 
street and make it look pretty We had a blind legislator 
from Vacaville—and I don t recall his name but you 11 find 
that a rather portly gentleman—and he said I ve never seen 
this fountain but I would sure like to I move to table this 
resolution And it was unanimously tabled [Laughter] 

and headlines of Sacramento newspapers Blind Man Kills 
Fleury 

I agreed I said I agree’ And so now you still have 
a fountain 

Oh that s a great story 

It really is isn t it’’ He was really a great blind guy but 
I agreed with him before I d gotten through And Jimmy Dean 
says We 11 leave the fountain [Laughter] 

Oh that s excellent 

Governor Earl Warren 

And then I handled Governor Warren s crime commission 
legislation 
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Tell me about that 

It s still here today Well of course today it s ^ust 
[Inaudible] but in those days there was thought about crime 
So well as a matter of fact you know he thought $75 million 
was a nest egg And so he had a commission to indulge in 
shedding crime out of the state of California so I handled 
the bill A lot of the legislators didn t want to be 
fingerprinted They didn t want their constituents to be 
fingerprinted and so we didn t go very far But I took it 
on 

Well I have an oral history in which somebody else mentioned 
that you were one of the people that Governor Warren consulted 
rather frequently 

Yes They didn t use to call them floor leaders or 
anything but I was the governor s Republican spokesman on the 
floor But we didn t have partisanship issues so it wasn t— 
you know the governor was extremely liberal Not extremely 
but liberal until he got to the Supreme Court [Laughter] 

Can you give me some instances of your work with him other 
than the crime commission ' 5 

No I really can t We were extremely friendly We d 

probably go to lunch at least twice a week and he d pick me 

up in his big car He would drive it and would go to the Del 

Paso Country Club or [Frank] Fat s or someplace for lunch 

But I don t remember any specific legislation Things were 
much milder then than now in the legislature You know now 
everybody has an idea and they put a bill in which I hope we 
get to pretty soon 

Aren t we getting off this personal crap and getting down 
to something else' 5 
Okay go ahead 


HICKE 
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1 

September 


Speakership and Committees._ Problems With the System 

Okay We ve talked about the committee system You 

understand my feelings on that 

Right 

That I think the speaker should not have the power to appoint 
chairmen and members of committees If the speaker now—and 
we 11 use names Willie Brown—wants a bill through he can 
change the complexion of the committee overnight He can 
change the chairman overnight And he can get the votes He 
comes on the floor and he says If you don t vote for this 
you will not be chairman of the committee And that s an ego 

trip which everybody wants to be chairman of the committee 
You would want to and I would want to And so of course 
they fall into line So the speaker controls that by that 
appointment power 

It s just absolutely the most vicious thing And I saw 
it coming when I was—how young was I—m my thirties thirty- 
three years old I said This is not right I said We 
should control that Not one man And so I got the little 
pittance of the Rules Committee changed which doesn t mean 
too much because you get four pencils instead of ten How 
come it takes so long'* Anyway I just think it s just 
terrible 

Did you read the Bee today? 

No I haven t seen it 

There s my speech right there He put it right in the paper 
for me Take your time 1 


Dan Walters Mickey Mouse Rules Capitol Sacramento Bee 
10 1987 
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HICKE 

FLEURY 

HICKE 

FLEURY 

HICKE 

FLEURY 


Okay did you have more to say? Well maybe you can tell me 
about the other speakers that came along since we re talking 
about the speakership—James Silliman and then 
Well we had Abe Lincoln 
Luther Lincoln 

Luther Lincoln Absolutely absolutely fair We had all good 
speakers after—Abe Lincoln would never exert any influence 
Now there was quite a fight to get him elected speaker Is 
that correct 0 
Won by one vote 

Can you tell me how that worked 0 

Ran against H Allen Smith from southern California 
That s pretty unusual isn t it 0 

Yes it was and that was not a partisanship [vote] No go 
anyway you want but I was offered by this [Inaudible] 
chairman[ship] of Ways and Means if I wanted which I turned 
down because I was for Abe But we felt that was kind of 
upsetting the routine or there was a new regime We were 
young guys and we were ready to take over Didn t do too 
much but we did And then after was Silliman before 

Luther 0 
Yes 

Oh Silliman was the first one That s the one that toppled 

it I forget who he beat you probably know 

Must ve been Sam Collins I think 

No no no No Sam ran for senate 

Oh you mean who opposed him 0 I don t know 

But Silliman won No Sam tried to run for senator from 

Orange County and got beat Then Silliman came in yes and 

then Luther and then Ralph Brown who was absolutely the 

greatest guy in the world He was put on the district court 

of appeals But the funniest most lovable guy that ever 
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lived and would never exert any pressure on anybody Have 
you got him on your list' 1 ’ He s a forgotten guy but he was 
the most beautiful speaker they ever had He was so fair and 
he didn t care whether you re a Republican or Democrat Ray 
Rhodes or hobos he was just nifty 

And he was not political He had enough money he didn t 
care He d walk around the hall shake hands with everybody 
Never been enough said about Ralph Brown And then I don t 
know who succeeded him 1 

Well that was after your time in any case 
Who was in front of Willie [Leo] McCarthy' 5 
Yes 

McCarthy who was an absolute deadhead Okay carry on 
All right how much more time do you have* 5 
What time is it* 5 
10 30 

Oh you ve got a lot of time 

Back to the Luther speakership How did it happen that there 
was such a controversy over his appointment 7 
I guess because they were antagonized by Silliman s tactics 
He was rather a cocky speaker but extremely honest totally 
honest and never shifted committees to get his bills out 
But he was a rather blatant type of fellow Abe was very 
nice And then H Allen Smith who ran against Abe was 
everybody said the pawn of the lobbyists which I don t know 
I personally liked him very much And so it came down to just 
two guys running both Republicans which didn t mean anything 
in those days we never cared I could ve voted for either 


1 


Jesse Unruh 
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one of them and been happy made no difference That means 
there was no big reform at that time and there s no big 
reform now [Laughter] 


HICKE 

FLEURY 

HICKE 

FLEURY 


HICKE 

FLEURY 

HICKE 

FLEURY 

HICKE 

FLEURY 


Rise in Partisanship. Caucus Rule 

Well one of the things you ve alluded to several times that I 

did want to ask you about was this rise in partisanship 

Yes 

Can you tell me more about that 7 

Yes I can I think it s extremely wrong to be tied to a 
Republican or Democrat tag and have to vote that way 
Personally, I would never be bound by a caucus position on any 
legislation If I can t make up my own mind I m certainly 
not going to let a minority or a majority tell me how to vote 
If I m elected I m Gordon Fleury and I want to accept my 
responsibilities as an individual not as a member of a team 
And today the caucus rule is just taking over You know 
how everybody s going to vote so we might as well put in a 
bunch of robots and let them march down the halls and let the 
ghost voters vote for him And then he marches out and he 
doesn t have to march m the halls now because somebody 11 
vote for him anyway So the individuality is lost They 
can t stand up and talk against a speaker because if they do 
the speaker 11 take them off the committee 
Well how do you account for this change 7 
The power of the speaker What does he give 7 Send out 
invitations If you don t come I 11 remember 
But the speaker had that power also when you were there 
But he didn t use it they didn t use it 
Oh so it s a change m the individual speaker 
Of course it is It s an individual I mean you know you 
could be a nice speaker and say We re not going to 
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I was chairman of the Republican caucus and never once 
took a vote on how we should vote We just had lunch and had 
a couple of drinks But now they re bound They say You 
have to go back and vote this way And here s some little 
guy that says Gee won t that hurt my Orange County 
constituents if I have to vote that way'* 

Okay carry on 

Okay back to the caucus When was that organized 7 
I would say before I was there but it was very informal As 
I said we just met for lunch, and we d ask the governor to 
send over certain department heads to give us talks on their 
problems That s all it was a fact-finding [group] 

But we didn t have any of those stupid papers that they 
write out that you have the Democratic caucus write a 

paper the Republican caucus write a paper the legislative 
counsel writes a paper you have an independent thing and 
they all look the same We didn t have that 

Nobody reads the bills anymore they just look at those 
things We used to read the bills I 11 bet you not one 
legislator out of ten ever reads a bill They look at those 
analyses Half the time they give the wrong debate on the 
bill they have m their hand 

You would say things have changed considerably since your 
time 7 

I would say that the legislators are more concerned about 
staying m office getting campaign contributions and making 
the public relations image than they are m developing the 
state of California 

Well one of the things that s changed is the pay Does that 
have something to do with what you re talking about 7 
Of course it does The legislature used to be made up of 
people from the citizenry of their localities There was a 
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farmer there was a lawyer there was a doctor there were 
several clerks war veterans—it was a diverse section of your 
population 

Now what do you have 7 You have professional politicians 
who have no other occupation They want to stay in office 
They want to stay so long they can get retirement which is 
very generous and which is ridiculous and they have no desire 
to be part of the community They don t even go home Now 
they re putting m computers to write essays on what they do 
in Sacramento They all live here in Sacramento they don t 
go home If they do it s to go the Colliseum or go to 
Candlestick Park and be seen But they don t talk to their 
people any more That s gone And so they stay up here and 
this is their occupation They have no other occ 

[End Tape 1 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 1 Side B] 

HICKE You were just saying they have no occupation they were 

FLEURY No but well I don t mean that They have no other 

occupation other than watching how much they have in the 
campaign contribution 

HICKE And they re out of touch with their constituents would you 
say 7 

FLEURY I think they are I m sure that through the press they say 
they are [in touch] but I definitely disbelieve that They 
do not recognize the fact that they have little guys at home 
How many fund raisers do you think that even I get—and 
I ve been out of the legislature for years—every day 7 They 
had sixty m what in a month and a half and this isn t even 
an election year It s just ridiculous And who do you 
think s going to pay that 7 Do they think the little guy back 
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home is going to pay $500 to come up here to Sacramento from 
Los Angeles 0 Of course not 

They want it from lobbyists who have to have a bill and 
I don t blame the lobbyists a bit They can t even get into a 
legislator s office unless they buy a ticket And that s 
terrible 1 

Constituency 

Well now you were at an advantage because you live here in 
Sacramento but 
I agree with that 

what efforts did you make to keep m touch with your 
constituents while you were in the legislature 0 
I tabbed it I made eighty-five speeches in one year an off- 
election year I discussed the legislative process I made a 
stern speech at the Rotary Club, condemning the fact of the 
waste in state government And the biggest contract in this 
area came up and said Boy that was the greatest speech m 
the world 1 He said I don t know why the state spends this 

much money And I said How many highways have you built 
out of the state money 0 
[Laughter] 

So you also got feedback from citizenry at these lectures 
A little bit yes But in those days a legislator was really 
rather an important individual Today they re not I mean 
the only important thing to a legislator now is his own ego 

People don t know who your legislat you go down to 

San Francisco Los Angeles San Jose and probably even 
Sacramento and ask who their legislator is They won t know 
but twenty years ago they knew that Gordon Fleury was their 
assemblyman 
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Did they often come to you with problems and things that they 
wanted to see done ” 5 

Continually That was my campaign slogan Gordon Fleury will 
listen to your problems Put that m the Bee 
What were some of their problems 9 

The same as now—A Street is too crowded too crowded 

[Laughter] potholes m G Street my kids aren t having a good 

education—same problems 

But those are city problems 

Of course they are 

And they came to you with them 9 

Well they re not going to ask me What are you going to do 
with workmen s compensation 9 

You d think they d go to the city council or something with 
that kind of 

Well they don t That s why I made a mistake putting that ad 
m the paper I never should ve done it Everybody thought 
they could come to me 
[Laughter] 

Let s get on This is just getting boring 

LEGISLATION AND ISSUES 

Long Beach Tidelands, the Fact-Finding Commission 

Let s talk about some of the things that you did For 
instance the tidelands at Long Beach that was an important 
issue 

Oh yes I was chairman of that Well that was a bonanza for 
oil companies and it s so long ago that I just will not get 
into specifics because I could be wrong But we had to 
investigate the fact that a bill was put through that gave oil 



20 


HICKE 


FLEURY 

HICKE 

FLEURY 

HICKE 

FLEURY 

HICKE 

FLEURY 


HICKE 

FLEURY 

HICKE 

FLEURY 


companies kind of a choice deal on the tideland oil and it 
wasn t in the hands of a commission 

I m just thumbing through here [Looks through papers] I 
have an article from the paper if you want to look at it to 
refresh your memory 

I know that because I made one of the best speeches I ever 
made on that one But I got beat Yes Oh my God 55 1 

Yes it was 1955 that s right And the 
This was the biggest issue I ever had 
the background of it well 

In fact Jesse Unruh said that it was the best speech I ever 
made on the floor of the legislature 
Is that right 0 

[Perusing article] [Herbert L ] Pete Phillips was the top 
political writer You know he wrote a book on the 
legislature 0 

The author of the article 0 

You should get that book that he wrote 1 It s really down to 
the basics on legislation 

Okay Well meanwhile can you tell me about what the issue 
was and what you did° 

Well of course Well the oil companies won the bill They 
had the commission which I was opposed to Then we had a 
fact-finding commission to study it with hopes of further 
legislation that would control the oil companies The main 
issue was who s going to be on the committee 0 And so that 
is what this big deal is And so I got not offers but 
indications from all interested parties—meaning oil companies 


1 Big Wayward Girl Doubleday & Co Inc New York 1968 
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and consumer groups—who would like to be on the committee I 

just threw them all away I said I 11 make up my own mind 

And so I did I appointed what I thought was a nonpartisan 

committee And then we had one hearing 

Wait a minute I have the names here LeRoy Lyon 

Who then was a young legislator 

Allen Miller 

Extremely middle-of-the-road Democrat 
John McFall 

From Stockton absolutely mo3t honest—went to congress 
And Caspar Weinberger 

Caspar was probably in my opinion the most formidable and 
most intelligent legislator that Sacramento has ever had He 
had a good sense of humor but he had a knowledge of every 
bill that came before us And I remember once on the last 
day of the session, when as it still is now it was very 
hectic—which should be changed I hope soon by Rules 

I said that We re here for a very serious thing we 
have to get these bills out tonight I know we re all having 
a good time I said I even think Cap Weinberger s having a 
good time [Laughter] and it brought the house down 

And Caspar stood up and grinned and sat down So that was 
just a little aside 

Well that s good Any anecdotes that you can think of along 
those lines are really nice 

But that was funny It really brought the house down 
Yes sure 

Because Caspar was so serious and so nifty [Laughter] Okay 
let s go on 

Well the problem was in appointing this committee 9 
Yes 

And you appointed what you thought was a disinterested group 9 
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FLEURY A neutral committee right 

HICKE And then where d you go from there 7 

FLEURY Well we only had one hearing and then I got appointed to the 
judgeship by Goodie Knight So I was gone I was on the 
superior court 

HICKE Oh I see 

FLEURY So I have no idea what happened 

HICKE You accomplished a major undertaking by just getting the 
committee 

FLEURY I think a very major undertaking m lieu of the fact that the 
bill was passed over strong objections by just a minority of 
us And I was looked on as kind of a bad guy for doing what I 
did to try to scuttle the bill 

It was very heavily lobbied by the oil interests I was 
good friends with all of those lobbyists—they re all nice 
guys—but I just couldn t go for it And I told them so just 
like I did on the workers comp bill 

Workers_Compensation 

Goodie Knight made a special session on workers comp 
So I put a bill in with his thoughts on it Incidentally I 
think that Governor Knight was probably the best governor I ve 
ever seen He was fair to both labor and business So I put 
the bill in and I can t remember the particulars of it but 
it was good except for one item which would make employers 
pay a little more 

I stuck with it through the employer lobbyists on the 
assembly side I had my votes there I got it to the senate 
out of the committee and it was on the senate floor And it 
was almost a tie vote [Harold J ] Butch Powers was 
lieutenant governor—and a real great guy—and so he would be 
the deciding vote if it became a tie I was one vote from 
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getting a tie and Butch said that he d give me the vote The 
employers at that time could go on the floor of the senate 
And they were there and I was there It really didn t mean 
that much to me personally but it }ust became kind of a 
battle that I thought I ought to win 

It was the A B lx which is a special session one And 
so I was within one vote of letting Lieutenant Governor Butch 
Powers make the vote and there was one guy missing It was 
our senator Earl Desmond from Sacramento They brought him 
m and he made the vote for the employers side and so I 
lost it So that little part of the bill was taken out and 
the governor signed it It was still a complete rewrite of 
the Workers Compensation Act 1 

And then I became a ;judge right the next day [Laughter] 
The next day 7 

Well immediately after that 
Unemployment Insurance 

Okay well what about the Department of Employment which you 
chaired a committee to investigate 7 
What year was that 7 

That I don t have I have an article from the newspaper that 

Dust says some of the things you did 

Let me look at it Let me see it for a moment there 

Here s one that says you got the most bills through the 

assembly or you introduced more than anybody else You have 

made some kind of a record 


Workers and workmen s compensation acts are presently 
in the California Labor Code beginning with Section 3200 
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And here s an article that I do have two copies of so 
you can keep this one This is the one that tells some of the 
things that you 

You re going to send me these aren t you? 

Yes I have two of that though so you can keep that 
Actually I have another one of these too Keep that one 
So we were on state employment 
Oh yes I don t know who raised the issue but it was 
probably an employer group that there was fraud We used to 
call it unemployment insurance—of course it now has a 
heftier name and more employees—but there was claimed to be 
radical fraud m people that had no desire of being employed 
gaming benefits under the act 

It came to so much publicity—I think put out by the San 
Francisco Examiner —that something had to be done because 
they kept saying Well why didn t the legislature do 
something if there s this much fraud in employment insurance? 

[ ] Fred Bryant was the head of that department at that 

time—absolutely capable man and very likable and a friend 
of mine I was chairman of Finance and Insurance at that 
time So through the publicity and probably a desire maybe 
to see if it was true I formed a special committee on fraud 
m unemployment insurance And I hired Oscar Kissel a local 
lawyer—who I think was the former public defender of 
Sacramento—to be my counsel at $1 000 a month I formed a 
committee and I don t know who was on it but it was three 
and three and me—three Republicans three Democrats and me 
We went through all of the files very meticulously and 
we did determine that the fraud was rampant in unemployment 
insurance Absolutely 

We had documented case after case of where people had 
either had wrong names used dead names had no desire to get 
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a 30 b filed false claims and it amounted to at that time— 
which now would be peanuts—millions of dollars 

And so the report was made and Governor Warren was 
governor at that time and he reproached me for that because 
it really looked like I was taking on Fred Bryant—who 
incidentally just lived right across the street from me—and 
it wasn t very nice for me But I thought that the facts were 
there even though I was more inclined to go with Fred Bryant 
But I couldn t do it so this report was made Maybe you have 
a copy of it I don t 
No I don t 

It was very well publicized And as a result Goodwin Knight 
came in right shortly afterwards and fired Fred Bryant the 
first thing he did which hurt me But by that time the 

booklet was out and it showed fraud in millions 

Why I remember even a Catholic priest came to me and 
said that I think you re right but you forget one thing 
That many of these people that were defrauding the system 
would ve gotten jobs anyway and you didn t recognize that 
fact And I thought Hey you ve got a pretty good idea 

but I can t put an addendum on it now " 

Would ve gotten jobs anyway 7 

Well yes "They were fraudulent but even if they were 
honest they would ve gotten jobs " he said so that would ve 
cut down your millions It was kind of an intellectual 
conversation which not being a congregationalist I didn t 
care too much 

Well that must ve stirred up quite a little fuss 

Oh it was headlines headlines 

And so did any legislation result from that 7 

Oh yes oh yes More stringent rules 

Auditing and that kind of thing 7 
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Yes I can t recall the specifics But there was a bill put 
through that passed like that 
[snapping his finger] 


HICKE Okay then something that you did led to increased benefits m 
retirement and salary for state workers Was that part of the 
same thing * 5 

FLEURY No that was a different That s when I held the budget up 

They put the budget over in the State Personnel Board Do you 
have the year for that * 5 

HICKE NO 

FLEURY No Well the state Personnel Board recommended an X 

percentage and the budget at that time you know used to be 
a big deal—still is—and it was of course—before we get off 
of this let s get into conference committees—was always 
decided by a conference committee And so they came back and 
Ben Hulse was the president pro tern of the senate at that 
time from a little area down in El Centro but extremely 
strong and wouldn t spend a penny He knocked down the 
proposed retirement benefits and pay raise for the state 
employees from X percent to half 

Of course being from Sacramento—at that time all state 
employees lived here—I was outraged by it Not only because 
it was unfair but because the state personnel board who had 
studied it had recommended a higher raise for them which was 
fair And the budget had plenty of money for it at that time 
But Hulse and [Marvin] Marv Sherwin who was chairman of Ways 
and Means knocked it down 

So I got up and made a speech and at that time they had 


a microphone in the reception room of the capitol which they 
didn t have before And I said that The knife-wielder 
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who is now sitting in the reception room in the assembly 
should hear my voice He s not going to deprive state 
employees of their fair wage I made one of those harangue 
speeches 

And so they knocked the budget down backed another 
congressman Somebody said Well you re going to have this 
guy that guy and the committee you 11 never get it 
through I said The hell we won t 

It went back to the committee the Commerce Committee 
They met It was a Sunday They come in Will you come 
down please 7 [they ask me] on a Sunday So I said Sure 

I 11 come down New Commerce Committee What if we give 
m the state employee representative this percent 7 which was 
a double I said "I 11 go for it 

So the budget passed they got their pay raise That s 
all there was to it but it ;just took guts I stood up said 
"I ve got forty-one legislators And I did 
HICKE That took quite a bit of effort 
FLEURY Sure Okay let s go on 


HICKE Let s see you wanted to talk about the conference committees 

FLEURY Yes that article gives my speech right there 1 You know the 

terrible thing is the last several days of the session 
number one one governor would never sign a bill that was a 
spot bill I think it was Governor [Frank F ] Mernam but I m 
not sure it was him You know what a spot bill is you 
change a comma or exclamation point and it deals with 
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livestock, and it ends up dealing with welfare okay 7 or oil 
So at number one spot bills should never be signed And I 
used to put them in Every legislator put in twenty spot 
bills That s why you have 5 000 bills they re all spot 
bills It s terrible* 

Okay so your spot bill goes to four days before the 
legislature Now they have a certain silly rule that says 
you have to have so many days before a bill can be taken 
because the public has a right to see it Of course the 
speaker says We waive that rule and nobody even knows that 
he s waived it So now you have one hour and the public has 
no chance to see the bill The three-day rule should stick 
should be in print and nobody should be allowed to bypass 
that rule not even the speaker not even forty-one votes 
It s a stayed rule It can never be changed unless the 
governor wants to call a special session That s different 
then he has that right if it s that important 

Okay so now you have as you 11 see in there or some 
article there s a bill that has nothing to do with anything 
Willie Brown puts m one of his favorite bills Because why'’ 
It s now on the assembly floor It s gone through the senate 
It s gone through that committee as an innocuous bill It s 
passed the senate as an innocuous bill It s passed the 
assembly committee as an innocuous bill 

And now here we have an important bill that has only a 
comma change and the speaker says I want to put an 
amendment in that bill —you never object to an amendment by 
an author—and he says I have the permission of the author 
The amendment goes through It s a completely new bill It 
doesn t go back to the committee It s on the floor of the 
assembly and he says I want this bill passed 
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FLEURY In the last day of the session there are eighty assemblymen 
that want personal bills passed—probably a resolution for 
some idiot The bill passes it goes back to the senate 
Well of course then he has to work that but that s his 
problem But he s bypassed the whole legislative process 
The committee never sees it The public has never seen it 
and the next guy that 11 see it will be twenty-one senators 
and the governor And so he has to buck that but that s his 
problem But he s got [Inaudible] extremely controversial 
item through the whole legislative process absolutely 
thumbing his nose at the public 

So there you see the power of the speaker which is not 
the public And the Republicans so they vote in a caucus 
vote against it They have thirty-two members So what good 
does that do 0 They might as well ;just send their robots m 
Have you ever seen a Democrat get up and say I m going to 
vote against this If he did m one minute he d be off of 
his committee He d lose his chairmanship and he would also 
definitely lose all of the campaign contributions that the 
speaker has in his pocket which is ^ust terrible* 

And that s another thing You should never allow them to 
change campaign contributions from one pot to another Why 
should a guy in New York give a speaker X dollars to send to 
some guy m Long Beach who doesn t even know [him] *> It s 
wrong People from Long Beach should support that man Look 
at the war chest those people build up And when they leave 
the legislature or die they have ways to siphon that off into 
their personal use I know that I don t know how it s done 
but some smart lawyer could do it Okay 
Conference committees did you 


HICKE 
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FLEURY Well I commented on that fact that spot bills go in there 
Conference committees rewrite the bills the same as the 
speaker can do and they do that 
HICKE The conference committee does that Okay 

FLEURY They have that power And another thing the public has no 

chance there They re supposed to give notice but they do it 
in two minutes That s why these poor lobbyists have to walk 
the halls wondering what's going on m there And they don t 
know 

There s nothing wrong with being a lobbyist I mean 
that s important I mean people and companies have a right 
to be represented That s their business But for the 
conference committee on the last day of the session with one 
hour to go here s a big bill It s not even in print So 
that s why you say if in four days you don t have the bill 
in writing it s dead But it won t happen I know that I 
tried it it won t happen 


HICKE You also wanted to talk a little more about campaigning 

FLEURY You mean contributions' 5 

HICKE Right 

FLEURY Well of course I think it s deplorable that they sponsor 

lunches during off-season campaigns for hundreds of dollars 
and only send the invitations to lobbyists Not one local 
constituent ever attends the meeting 
HICKE This is legislators campaigning' 5 

FLEURY Legislators of course That s all I abhor it It think 
it s terrible Why would a lobbyist give $10 000 to a table 
unless he has a bill up" 5 I just don t know I mean I don t 
think that way but I m not saying that they re dishonest or 
crooked I m just saying it's part of this system and I 
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think the system s wrong I don t think that any legislator 
is a crook or is dishonest I just say they re part of this 
system and I think the system s wrong And probably if I was 

there maybe I would do the same thing But you have to put 

clamps on those things 

The whole idea of the Third House is what you re talking 
about or are you just talking about the campaign plan’ 

Well I don t think it s the Third House s fault I think 
it s the legislators fault For some reason or other they 
think they have to spend $50 000 whatever they spend to get 
a job that they know they re going to win Ninety percent of 
the districts are cinched The incumbent s going to win and 
the Democrat s going to win in those districts But yet they 
raise two and three and four hundred thousand dollars for 
what’ They could win it with a nickel Well you know that 
it s m the papers every day Don t you’ 

Well why do they do that’ 

M-o-n-e-y They feel they have to build up a war chest Then 
they transfer to other candidates who are in districts that 
are a little iffy 
Yes I see what you re saying 

Of course I m analyzing all this from what I read in the 
newspapers and I could be wrong I don t go to the capitol 
anymore so I don t know that But I m giving you my thoughts 
as an individual 
Okay 

Okay let s get going 

Getting back to your bills one of them was the lobby control 
bill Do you recall that’ 

I know I was hot on the subject I don t remember what the 
bill said to be honest with you What was the bill’ 
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I got that out of that article, and it was very brief It 
3ust had a list of the things that you did One was lobby 
control 

I think it was dealing with making public disclosure of 
campaign contributions That s what it was which I think 
they now have I thought it was wrong for a legislator to 
accept money from anybody either a constituent or a lobbyist 
And I still think you have to have lobbyists without 
disclosing who it came from That s all it was a disclosure 
act 

.Sp-pn.s.p.Eing legisl at io n 

HICKE How do you go about deciding to put these bills in'? I mean 
there must be hundreds of things that you d like to do or 

maybe there s hundreds of things that other people would like 

you to do How do you choose and go ahead with something*? 

FLEURY Well I think you have to be an individual I can t answer 

that I mean maybe I don t like what s happening with the 

lobbyists Maybe I don t like what s happening with workers 
comp so I put in a bill I develop it through discussing 
with experts m the Department of Employment I d go to the 
legislative counsel seeking answers 

When I became chairman of Finance and Insurance I had 
the head of the department on workers comp and the head of 
the department of unemployment insurance come over to me And 
I sat for two weeks before both of them and went over the 
whole act So I understood what it was and I became an 
expert on those because they sat with me and they took time 
off Every day we sat there and I }ust talked to them Of 
course being chairman of Judiciary was easy because I was a 
lawyer So that was easy But Finance and Insurance was very 
difficult 


HICKE 
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What were some of the important issues there** 

I think we ve disclosed them Workers comp 
We already talked about them Okay Well I also have 
Oh and tort reform which I then tried and got no place Of 
course I was a big exponent even then—and still am—of no¬ 
fault insurance I carried that as a lobbyist and got dumped 
in the last night of a session on it And they re having tort 

reform now limiting amount of awards limiting trial lawyers 
fees 

Did you put in a bill something to that effect** 

Not as a legislator as a lobbyist I did 

Helping, .the-Mentally Handicapped 

I see Well how about mentally handicapped children** Did 
you have something to do with that** 

Yes I did I had a strong feel for handicapped and it was 
always a budget problem I used to attend sessions at state 
hospitals and so I was cognizant of the fact that there could 
be better institutions better help better education So it 
was just a budget item I 3 ust tried to put more money in for 
handicapped I felt that way and I feel that way today 
And did it succeed** 

It s too far I don t recall Oh I m sure I got more money 
I wouldn t have even tried it if I couldn t get more money 
Did you do this }ust once or did you do it on several 
occasions'* 

I ve done it through my life I ve been extremely solicitant 
and feeling the need for help for handicapped people I do 
and I don t want to get involved because it's too emotional 
Okay 
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Okay let s see what else we had I wanted to ask you about 
the bill you coauthored on prisoners confinement Do you 
recall that** 

No I don t 

It had to with sex crimes Just a minute [reading] 

authored the law making confinement mandatory in cases of 
persons found to be dangerous sex psychopaths 
Oh, yes That one came about because of my interest in going 
to institutions where handicapped people were mentally 
handicapped I felt a great deal of affinity for them I 
felt heartsick for them I found out that some of them were 
victims of—I hate to use the word but—beasts or people 
that should be confined and not let out m society So as a 
result through that connection I put through the 
legislation 

I don t think it was an earthshaking piece of 
legislation but it s an example of your prior question of 
Why do you put bills in' 5 It s because of things that you 
see and you recognize them when you re a legislator You 
wouldn t recognize them as a citizen But here I m a 
legislator I can help other people like this So I 11 
accept that responsibility I think it s my duty to do it 
If I were }ust voting Republican Democrat I would vote that 
way but I wouldn t feel that I had to carry the cross for 
them 

You really feel a commitment to humanity it seems to me 
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FLEURY Well I wouldn t say humanity but I feel committed to that 

particular thing item I m not going to take care of the 
whole humanity 

HICKE No but it seems as if as a legislator you felt very 
responsible 

FLEURY Well every day that s right It s on your mind Gordon 

you re chairman of Finance and Insurance [Inaudible] read 
about insurance problems m the paper Or you re chairman of 
Judiciary I read about crime I m more cognizant of it 
Sure just like you are when you re doing this thing You 
read political items now Of course you do 

Insurance,. No-Eault..insurance 

HICKE What about insurance 7 We haven t really talked about that 
What were the problems there 71 

FLEURY As a chairman of the Finance and Insurance Committee [I found 
that] insurance problems were very negligible Mostly it was 
worker comp and unemployment insurance and tort reform and 
insurance companies I don t think we had any bills at all 
that amounted I didn t even associate myself with the 

industry Not even close 

And then when I became a lobbyist I was hired by the 
American Insurance Association which was probably the 
strongest trade association in the world and Fireman s Fund 
Insurance Company, which was at that time one of the richest 
insurance companies in the United States And so I became 
interested in liability insurance tort insurance the other 
insurances they separated from unemployment and workers comp 
I was at that time probably the top lobbyist for the 
insurance industry and then they brought up the idea of no¬ 
fault insurance I fell m love with it and had an author— 


I 11 think of his name—and it would definitely reduce trials 
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It would reduce plaintiff lawyer s fees It would reduce the 
amount of judgment There was no cap on medical bills loss 
of wages There was a cap on pain and suffering cap on 
attorneys fees The insurance company that insured you paid 
all of those There was no fight to get the other insurace 
company to pay because he paid their guys we paid our guys 
I thought it was a good idea and so did the insurance 
companies 

So we sponsored and put a bill through got it through 
the assembly through very difficult negotiations and through 
the senate and then back for amendments to the assembly on 
the last day And it was killed at that time by Leo 

McCarthy was speaker and he didn t allow it to come to a vote 
until past midnight And so that was the end of it As a 
result it s never come back again I think the insurance 
companies kind of got off of it but it was the big thing at 
that time It was a big big deal 

Now they re on tort reform which I think is great 
People voted against deep pockets last time which was really 
a great step You know where you could be responsible for 
ninety-nine percent even though you re one percent negligent 
HICKE If I had enough money 

FLEURY If you had insurance 

HICKE Or insurance yes 

FLEURY And now I see they have a bill now for the counties and the 
cities to get off the hook on legislation But there has to 
be a cap to stop this litigation 

This [law] firm represents all the doctors on 
malpractice We have hundreds and hundreds of cases against 
doctors and everybody that goes to a doctor sues him now 
And it s just terrible 1 The plaintiffs lawyers are reaping 
money on it and there should be a cap on it Our courts are 
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clogged Lawyers have more business than they can possibly 
handle And the citizenry is just litigation conscious 
HICKE I ve heard that some doctors are asking patients to sign 
agreements 

FLEURY I think they are I don t blame them a bit 
HICKE Is that going to hold up in court’’ 

FLEURY I doubt it very much Just like they say when you go into a 

garage We re not responsible for dents Well of course 
they are You can t get away from negligence You can t sign 
that I 11 never be negligent There are ways to get around 
it Don t have to be a smart lawyer to figure how to do that 
Are you almost to the end 7 
HICKE Are you in a hurry 7 

FLEURY Not particularly Are you almost through 7 


HICKE Yes I wanted to ask you if the death penalty was an issue 
while you were in the legislature 

FLEURY I think it was bandied around but never made it like it was 
today on the [Chief Justice] Rose Bird court I would say 
that the majority were for it and was never brought up 



HICKE Okay and well let s see we really covered most of the 

questions Are there any other people that you worked with 
that you remember particularly 7 You told me about Mr 
Weinberger but I also have a list of the advisors that were 
part of the group that advised Earl Warren One was 
[Assemblyman Thomas W ] Tom Caldecott 

Tom Caldecott was one of my best friends Yes you should 
talk to him 


FLEURY 
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FLEURY 


HICKE 

FLEURY 

HICKE 

FLEURY 
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Yes we have 

He became a judge He was very close to me [Laughlin] Lock 
Waters from Los Angeles have you got him 0 
Not on this list 1 

He was the federal attorney for L A and now is a very top 
lawyer Probably a multimillionaire But you should talk to 
him 
Okay 

He was the top guy when I first came xn Very good speaker 
Very good opinions on legislation Good representative down 
there from [Inaudible] 

[Donald] Doyle’’ 

From Oakland’’ 

Yes 

Lost his legs He was powerful because of [Assemblyman 
Randall F ] Randy Dickey who was chairman of the Rules 
Committee and part of the old guard whom I opposed Is he 
still alive’’ 

I don t know that 

Well he was a mediocre legislator and the only power that he 
had was because of Dickey from Alameda County Have you got 
him down Dickey’’ He was chairman of Rules 
Bruce Allen’’ 

Absolutely tops from San Jose Another Caspar Weinberger 
Read every bill was astute on them and very mindful of his 
district of Santa Clara County Made many speeches for them 
And Glenn Coolidge’’ 


1 


Waters is on the list to be interviewed by UCLA 
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FLEURY Outstanding from Hollister Mainly a personal guy }ust a 
darn nice guy He s dead now The only thing I remember 
about him is his wife who was nifty 

IhQ Loyalty Qath 

HICKE Well there s one more thing The Un-American activities 

FLEURY Oh yes 

HICKE Do you recall any thing about that'’ 

FLEURY Yes that was when they had the loyalty oath bill 1 It was on 

everybody s mind If you had to work for the state, if you 
had to work for this company or that company you had to take 

a loyalty oath I could see the flaws in it but I voted for 

it 

I wasn t on the floor when it came up For some reason 
I was in some committee or over m some department But I 
came back and on the vote it was dumped Sam Collins made I 
understand a very outstanding speech against it human 
rights and so on I was probably wooed by the [Senator 
Joseph] McCarthy hearings and the newspaper stories about it 
so I thought that I would vote for it I wrote an article in 
the Journal which you could do explaining that I would ve 
voted for it had I been there 

I think now that it was unimportant then It s 
unimportant now If you have to sign a loyalty oath and 
you re a crook you 11 sign anything But I think I was 
probably swayed by public opinion rather than my own opinion 
Although I didn t really take it that seriously I said 


1 An act to add Chapter 2 to Division 7 of the Education Code 
and to add Section 14130 5 to said code and to amend Sections 13521 and 
13526 of said code relating to school district employees California 
Statutes #1632 (1953 Regular Session) 
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What the hell make them sign them But it was no big 
issue I mean no speeches It wasn t that important to me 
But I think that I felt that if you feel allegiance to your 
country and to your state why not say so 9 And of course I 
knew that if you were not in love with your state and with 
your city you d sign anyway 


HICKE Okay You were appointed to the superior court by Governor 
Knight 

PLEURY Right 

HICKE And how did that come about 9 

FLEURY Okay number one the cross-filing went out Democrats were 
m control of Sacramento I was still a Republican and still 
am And I hated campaigning I just absolutely abhorred it 
I hated having to get money and put up billboards And I like 
being a lawyer I had seven years I d run four times And 
I d just had it I didn t want to do it anymore I was sick 
of the capitol and I knew I wasn t going to go any further m 
politics It was impossible The state was Democratic I, 
as a Republican had no place to go and so I thought I 11 
just become another lawyer 

And then the seventh seat opened up m Sacramento So I 
thought Gee maybe I d like to be a judge So I called the 
governor s secretary—I forget who it was [Winslow Christian]- 
-and he said I 11 take that over So he went and saw the 
governor Governor says he doesn t want to lose you from 
Sacramento as a legislator And I said I m not going to 
run again And I definitely was not Said Okay The 
governor says you got the job 


So then he appointed me I became a superior court 
judge And I was presiding judge for two of my three years 
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But I didn t like the 30 b because I only got $18 000 a year 
and I had two lovely daughters that wanted to got to college 
And I had a big home up the Sacramento River was very 
gracious And so I came back and with Mr [Wendell] Wilke 
we started a law firm again Now we re going to have over 
thirty lawyers in the next two days and we started with two 
of us 

That s grown quite considerably 
Yes 

Well then when did you become a lobbyist'? 

Several years after I came off the bench 59 probably early 
60s 

I represented the American Association of Architects the 
California Council I ve already told you about the American 
Insurance Association I represented the Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers Association all of the druggists I did 
special assignments for the California State Employees 
Association I represented all of the workers compensation 
hearing officers all of the librarians of the state all of 
the travel agents I had many clients and with my knowledge 

of the legislature I was able to get around and handle it 
Did you enjoy that*? 

At the start But now that I m retired I can't see how I 
did But I en 3 oy retirement so much 

Well it sounds like from the time you first ran for the 
legislature to the time you were appointed to the bench you 
got a little discouraged with politics Is that a fair 
statement'? 

Well I always was interested in politics [even] when I was a 
young boy when I used to run for student body president from 
all of my schools when I always got elected 
You really started early 
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Always said that I was going to be in politics It s m my 
diary from when I was a little boy But after four terms in 
the legislature then I saw that as a Republican I couldn t 
make it m California 
Oh I see That was the key 

And it was just difficult to make speeches and make speeches 
Also the money was so negligible at that time 
One of the articles characterized you as a liberal and 
progressive Republican 

Yes very much so I voted probably more with the Democratic 
side than the Republican side And I d do that today Oh I 
admit I voted for [Governor Ronald] Ronnie [Reagan] You 
know he asked me to be his lobbyist when he became governor 
Is that right'? 

And I turned it down of course but yes he did He and Lyn 
Nofziger hmm cough-cough [Laughter] 

Yes, well that goes along with your feeling of 
nonpartisanship 

Definitely I think I think partisanship is I guess 

you have to have it for the presidential elections I mean 
I m not that smart but I think it s terrible for legislation 
I really do If I had to go m and have thirty-two fellows 
tell me how I m going to vote I would rebel And with the 
present Republican caucus I d rebel nine times out of ten 
Do you think cross-filing when that went out made a 
considerable difference"? 

I think it started partisanship of course You saw where one 
of the courts I guess it was district court of appeals has 
outlawed the fact that local county committees caucuses 
party committees cannot endorse You know they said that 
they could endorse and you had to stick by that Now they 
can do anything they want which is right I mean if you 



43 


want to run for office you ought to be able to run I don t 
think I ve expressed that court thing right so you better 
[Inaudible] that out before you put that down 
HICKE Okay well since I m going to send it to you maybe you can 
have a look at it and can rephrase it Okay 

I think that I ve covered all my questions 
FLEURY Great 

HICKE And I thank you very much for the interview I really 
appreciate it 

FLEURY I was probably lousy 



